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which we had been travelling for the last forty-five days: a
country which had known eternal peace until we, two puny little
black dots in its vastness, had the impudence to lift the curtain
for a few brief days and look upon its beauty. . . . Day after day
we had travelled through silence which was absolute, not a
depressing silence as of the dead, but a silence that had never
known life. Even more impressive had been the sheer immensity
of the country, and the atmosphere of mystery which seemed to
dwarf us.

On January 2, 1937, Rymill and Bingham negotiated the
final tide-crack and scrambled up the rocks to the base. They
had completed a journey of 535 miles in 72 days and, besides
exploring a huge area of new country, had made the first cross-
ing of Graham Land.